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CHAP, ments, but in all states larger than a city republic,
s^^,^/ some separation of functions between central and
local authorities has to be made. Even in New
Zealand there are district and municipal authorities,
and a project for restoring the provincial govern-
ments which formerly existed is constantly discussed.
Some division of national from provincial affairs
had to be made in framing the constitutions of
the United States, of Canada, Australia, and South
Africa.

Tins              A glance at the list of offices united in the

pe?uif^ present Imperial Government will suggest that in
theYc'ise the case of the British Commonwealth the division is
of the easier to make. The Foreign Office, the Admiralty,
Common- the War Office, the India Office and the Colonial
wealth. office are almost exclusively occupied with matters
which affect the British Commonwealth as a whole.
Excepting the Treasury, the other departments are
almost exclusively engaged with matters as strictly
limited to the interests of the British Isles as those
handled by Dominion governments are limited to
the countries they represent. The division between
the two sets of offices is far clearer than that which
divides the departments at Washington, Ottawa,
Melbourne, or Pretoria from those administered by
the governments of the American and Australian
States or of the Canadian or South African provinces.
And naturally this is so, for the States and provinces
in all these Unions are contiguous. The boundaries
which divide them are often no more than lines
drawn by the accidents of history, and those which
are natural, like the Rocky Mountains, the Austra-
lian deserts, or the straits which divide Tasmania
from the mainland,, can either be crossed by rail-